
Provincial Minister Fr. Ron Walters, OFM, and five other leaders

of provinces of the Order of Friars Minor  in the United States

recently wrote to President Joe Biden imploring him to increase the United States’ efforts

to end the violence in the Holy Land and address the causes of the conflict.

May 19, 2021

Dear President Biden,

We greet you with prayers of peace and goodwill, but also with heavy hearts for the people of

Palestine and Israel who continue to suffer under the weight of violence.

The Holy Land holds a special place in our faith tradition and in our hearts, as we trust it does

with you as a fellow Catholic. Central to our mission as Franciscans is to be peacemakers. As

Franciscans, we have been present and serving people in the Holy Land for more than 800 years.

Through our brothers stationed there, we  witness the injustice, the suffering, and the violations

of basic human rights of many people throughout Palestine and Israel as we minister to them.

Our Franciscan brother, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa also

cares for all the people of the Holy Land. 
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State unequivocally that the continuation

of violence cannot persist or be tolerated by

any actors. Please bring the full nonviolent

power of the U.S. to end the violence.

Directly confront the ongoing impact of

Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian

Territories by publicly declaring that the

U.S. opposes all settlement activity

including in occupied East Jerusalem.

Further, there must be a clear U.S. call for a

respect of the religious freedom of people to

worship in their holy sites.

Intervene directly with the Israeli

government to ensure the immediate

cancellation of all pending eviction orders

in East Jerusalem, including the expulsion

of Palestinian families in Sheikh Jarrah. The

Israeli security forces’ response to the

nonviolent protest of these expulsions

seems to have been one of the many sparks

leading to the current horrific violence. 

He has emphatically called for peace and we

are humbled to stand with him in our appeal to

you and your administration for peacemaking

action.

While we have appreciated your administra-

tion’s initial efforts to bring a cessation to the

violence, more action is needed. The ongoing

escalation of violence and human rights

abuses, now in its second week, must come to

an end. Your administration has consistently

said that it will center human rights and the

rule of law in its foreign policy decisions. We

beg you to further translate these sentiments

into action.

With this hope for peace in the Holy Land, we

implore you to:

Support Congresswoman Betty McCollum’s

(MN-4th) legislation, HR 2590, which calls

for greater transparency in reviewing how

Israel uses U.S. security assistance. This

legislation will ensure that U.S. funds are

not used to abuse Palestinian children,

annex Palestinian land, or demolish

Palestinian homes. If safeguards like these

are not in place, we in the U.S. could be

directly responsible for the death and

injury of the people of Palestine.

Fr. David Gaa, OFM, Province of Saint Barbara

Fr. James Gannon, OFM, Province of the Assumption of

the Blessed Virgin Mary

Fr. Kevin Mullen, OFM, Province of the Holy Name

Fr. Thomas Nairn, OFM, Province of the Sacred Heart

Fr. Mark Soehner, OFM, Province of Saint John the

Baptist

Fr. Ronald Walters, OFM, Province of Our Lady of

Guadalupe

We recognize that we are calling you to take

more direct actions to confront Israeli gov-

ernmental policies than previous administra-

tions have; however, the enormous imbalance

of power and the root cause of violence in

Gaza, Jerusalem and other places in the Holy

Land have grown to a point that requires this

new level of urgent action. Now is the time for

boldness to end the immediate violence. We

must use the moral strength of the U.S. to

support a nonviolent and sustainable solution

in the region. The U.S. is a key player in finding

such a solution rooted in justice, respect for

basic human rights, and international law.

Be assured of our continued prayers for you

and your administration as you seek the

wisdom to navigate these difficult times. May

you remain focused on a peace and hope that

spring from justice.

Sincerely,

ACT FOR PEACE IN HOLY LAND,  CONTINUED 

https://www.lpj.org/posts/latin-patriarchate-reacts-to-recent-violence-in-jerusalem.html?s_cat=1102
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Please join our province in celebrating the

renewal of temporary vows of Jose-Manuel

Mendoza, OFM. Brother Manuel's renewal of

vows took place during an intimate ceremony

at the chapel in Casa Guadalupe friary on

May 20, 2021. Br. Manuel has been a part of

Our Lady of Guadalupe Province since August

2020. He joined the province after serving for

seven years in St. Peter and St. Paul Province

in Michoacan, Mexico. He is currently taking

English classes and continuing his Franciscan

formation. If you would like to send prayers

and well wishes to Br. Manuel please email

them to info@swfranciscans.org. 

IN THE SPIRIT OF RENEWAL

Manuel Mendoza, OFM, Renews Franciscan Vows    

At right: Provincial Minister Fr. Ron Walters receives Br.
Manuel's vows, as Father Jack Clark Robinson looks on.

Father Richard Olona,
Fr. Jack and Father Erasmo
Romero were among those
witnessing the renewal
of vows. 
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This place even has older name claims than

that. The Pueblo People, who called this area

home before the Europeans began arriving, call

the place Oghá P’o’oge in Tewa and Hulp’o’ona

in Northern Tiwa. The Navajo (Diné) call it Yo-

otó. How out of touch and insensitive we can

be with each other – totally unaware that

maybe someone’s history and heritage is

different than mine – and that it is good.

I have been participating in an eleven-week

course called "Race Literacy 101." In the first

session there was a question, “What is your

first memory of a racist act?” Would Santiago’s

memory (of the day described) suffice for an

answer to the question?

I responded in the study group with a

childhood story. I was probably about five or

six years old. A friend of my dad was spending

some time with him excavating with shovels

and wheelbarrows to lay sidewalks at our

house. They were working hard, sweating,

telling stories, drinking Drewy’s beer and

getting the work done.

When it was time to eat supper, we all gathered

around the dinner table – all, that is, but Al,

my dad’s Black friend. He sat on the back

porch with his supper. My my child's voice  I

was asked why Al was not at the table with us.

“Don’t worry about Al. He’s fine. Eat.” “But dad,

we can make room for him.” “I told you he’s

fine. Eat.” But the child persisted, “Let me go sit

with him, then.” “He’s fine where he is! You

belong at the table.”

Story telling is important! Honoring people’s

experience is important! Sitting and reading is

a first step to enter the tunnel of opening to

personal awareness.            

   

In 2019, getting ready for the Chrism Liturgy at

Santa Fe Cathedral, Santa Fe, New Mexico, I

overheard two sacristans talk about an encoun-

ter one of them had earlier that day. There was

a tourist talking with a child in the Santa Fe

Plaza. The tourist asked the child, “What’s your

name!” The child proudly responded,  “Santia-

go!” The tourist vehemently corrected the boy,

“No! Your name is James! You are in the United

States! We speak English here! Not Spanish!

Your name is James!”

I wonder where the tourist thought she was? To

be clear, this was at Santa Fe Cathedral in Santa

Fe City in Santa Fe County and in New Mexico.

Does any of that sound of English origin?

WHAT A CHILD

REMEMBERS:

FORMATION

WE DIDN’T REALIZE

A reflection by 
Charles McCarthy, OFM Conv. 

 

continued on next  page   
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Caste, Isabel Wilkerson (2020) non-

fiction 01/10

Talking to Strangers, What We Should

Know About the People We Don’t Know,

Malcolm Gladwell (2019) non-fiction

(missing truth indicators in conv) 

Braiding Sweetgrass, Indigenous

Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the

Teachings of Plants Robin Hall

Kimmerer, (2013) non-fiction

So You Want to Talk About Race, Ijeoma

Oluo (2018)  non-fiction 

But I Don’t Speak Spanish, Vincent Olea

(2019) non-fiction

A People’s History of the United States,

Howard Zinn,(1999) non-fiction

Tribe, Sebastian Junger (2016) non-

fiction

Brown, Kevin Young (2019) 

We Rise We Resist We Raise Our Voices,

Wade Hudson (2008/2018)

Between the World and Me, Ta-Nehisi

Coates (2016) non-fiction

Macat An Analysis of the New Jim Crow:

Mass Incarceration in the Age of

Colorblindness l, Michelle Alexander

(2017) non-fiction

Slavery by Another Name, Douglas

Blackmon (2008) non-fiction

Unsettling Truths: The Ongoing,

Dehumanizing Legacy of the Doctrine of

Discovery, Mark Charles and Soong-

Chan Rah (2020) non-fiction

Recommended Reading List 

What is your first memory of seeing

someone bullied for being different?

What is your first memory of being bullied?

What is your first memory of being put

down for who you are?

What is your earliest memory of putting

someone else down?

A powerful author, Isabel Wilkerson has a

current book titled, Caste. I encountered her on

NPR, while I was driving from Phoenix to

Albuquerque. The interview addressed her book

The Great Migration.

In her more recent book, Caste, Wilkerson calls

us beyond the idea of racial distinction and

calls us to see caste, and the tendency of hold-

ing others at bay, in suspicion and derision, as a

greater issue. Regardless if it is South African

apartheid; NAZI racial superiority; the Hindu--

now illegal but still influential--caste system;

Louisville’s Bloody Monday destruction of

Catholic German businesses, homes and lives, or

the Tuscaloosa Race Riot burning the homes and

businesses of Blacks; or the Catholic-Protestant

animosity in Northern Ireland--all are related to

the same thing: people belittling and deni-

grating each other for made-up and hurtful

stereotyping. There are always examples. The

cultural ID can change, but the insults remain

the same: lazy, untrustworthy, bearing illness,

drunks, disrespectful. But what is this person’s

story?

Here are some books (list at right) that I have

been reading. I invite you to enter the dialogue.

But first ask yourself these four questions:

Then ask “Why?” I wonder what Santiago’s story

will be. 

 
Good reading! Good healing!

 

WHAT A CHILD REMEMBERS,  CONTINUED 

This article originally appeared in The Friar, a
publication of Our Lady of Consolation
Province of the Conventual Franciscans.
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On May 1st the Church celebrated National

Religious Brothers Day. This special day honors

the life and vocation of religious brothers and the

important role they play in the life of the Catholic

Church. The group, "The Brothers Think Tank,"

beautifully describes the vocation of religious

brothers:

The vocation of a brother revolves around God’s

love in three unique but connected ways. A

brother is called to personally receive God’s love

and then serve as an individual mediator for

God’s love into the world. A brother is called to

share God’s love with his community and to help

the community be rooted in God’s love. A brother

is called to live in the mission of sharing God’s

love with everyone, especially the disadvantaged

and suffering in our society. 

Unfortunately, religious brothers and their

many contributions to our faith have not al-

ways been celebrated in Church history. As

clericalism swept through the Church, many

religious brothers were treated as subordinates

to their confreres who were priests. To move

from this misconception and work to eliminate

clericalism, Pope Francis declared 2015 the "Year

for Consecrated Life" and released the Vatican

document,  Identity and Mission of the Religious

Brother in the Church. This document celebrates

and thanks those in religious life for their gifts,

witness, and ministries. Like Pope Francis, our

province is grateful for our brothers who have

dedicated their lives to the Gospel both past and

present. Please join us in praying for our

brothers and their ministry. 

WITH APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE

Celebrating the Brothers of  Our Lady of Guadalupe Province 

"Consecrated life is
about new life. It is a
LIVING ENCOUNTER

with the Lord
in his people."
-- Pope Francis
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Bill McCarthy, CEO of the Southwest Indian

Foundation, expressed, "We (the Southwest

Indian Foundation) are proud to be sponsors

of the total renovation and placing new

equipment and state of the art devices in four

rooms, in honor of these, our loved ones." 

Unfortunately, because of COVID-19 the

Foundation was not able to host a dedication

to the memorials when the rooms were

renovated over two years ago. However, as

communities are starting to reemerge from

the pandemic, visitors are now allowed at

Rehoboth McKinley Christian Hospital to view

the memorials. 

Outside a renovated hospital room in the

intensive care unit at Rehoboth McKinley

Christian Hospital in Gallup, New Mexico,

is a permanent tribute to Father Dunstan

Schmidlin, OFM. Fr. Dunstan,  who died in

1989, founded the Southwest Indian Foun-

dation in 1968. It continues to serve Native

Americans today, including the Navajo, the Zu-

ni, Hopi and other indigenous peoples.

The Foundation is a non-profit, charitable 

 organization that carries out Father Dunstan's

legacy of recognizing the great human potential

of each individual and offering those in need a

hand--not a handout.

Dale Jamison, OFM, a current member of the

Board of Directors, shared that Father Dunstan

was honored, along with the three other Gallup

citizens, because of their significant gifts of

time, talent and treasure to the community. A

memorial gift of $100,000 was given to the

hospital in their honor.      

HONORING FATHER DUNSTAN'S  LASTING LEGACY

Offering a Hand Through a Generous Memorial Gift 

Franciscan Father
Dunstan  Schmidlin
came to Gallup in
1958, after serving
as priest in Ohio
and Michigan for 10
years. In Gallup, he
was director of the
Catholic Indian
Center, missionary
and chancellor of
the diocese. He
founded both the
Gallup Community
Service Center and
the Southwest Indian
Foundation. He also
coached sports. He
went back east
in 1976 to serve as
pastor in Kentucky
and Illinois, but
returned to the
Southwest in 1988,
where he died the
following year,
at age 68.



When discussing his new appointment, Fr.

Jack explained, “More than anything else, I

see myself as a storyteller and animator of

the Franciscan life and spirit among my

brothers, I am excited about this new role in

the Office of R+R and know well that the

story of Fran-ciscans in the United States has

lots of ups and downs. I believe that our story

is far from over. God is getting all of us ready

for great things to come. I’m excited to be

part of what is coming.”

“Father Jack will bring his ability to connect

our history with the fresh impetus of the

Spirit to create a new and revitalized Prov-

ince,” said Mark Soehner, OFM, convener of

the US-6 provincial ministers. If you would

like to send your messages of congratulations

and well wishes to Father Jack please email

them to info@swfranciscans.org
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                           Six Franciscan provinces of the  

                           United States have been inten- 

                           tionally laying the foundation 

                        and the groundwork to create a 

                           single, coast-to-coast Franciscan

province in 2023. The plan to create a single

province has been discerned, discussed, and

dreamed of for over eight years. As planning and

organizing the Revitalization and Restructuring

Process (R+R), as it is called, has become more

concrete and tangible, a dedicated office and

team was created to facilitate the process.

Father Jack Clark Robinson, OFM, of Our Lady

of Guadalupe Province, recently was appointed

to be the assistant director of the Office of

Revitalization and Restructuring. 

Larry Ford, OFM, director of the R+R Office,

shared “I am very excited to work with Fr. Jack.

His relationships with so many friars, his know-

ledge of our history and his broad view of the

Franciscan family and spirit will be great assets

to the Office. And I enjoy his wonderful way of

sharing stories that help to pose questions that

build conversations and relationships.”

Jack’s extensive involvement since 2012 in the

work to unify six of the U.S. OFM Franciscan

provinces provides him with a strong grounding

to step into his new role. Previously, Jack served

as Our Lady of Guadalupe’s provincial minister

and, most recently, has returned to conducting

research, teaching and writing a history of

Franciscan men in the United States. 

CONNECTING HISTORY AND THE SPIRIT

Jack Clark Robinson, OFM', Appointed Assistant Director for R+R Process 
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Brother Noé has completed his first year of

theology, and Brother Luis completed his third

year at Oblate University. "It has been a blessing

for me to live and build community with my

Conventual brothers. I believe that building

friendships and brotherhood among us can help

us support each other in our vocation," says

Brother Noé. 

 

It was a delight to see Brothers Luis and Noé

renew their vows in the presence of the

community of San Damiano Friary. They

professed to live in obedience, without anything

of their own, and in chastity, for one year.

Let us pray for Brother Noé and Brother Luis

that God may confirm on them his call. May our

Mother the Immaculate Virgin Mary, our Holy

Father Francis, and all Franciscans help

Brothers Noé  and Luis to continue responding

to God's call with generosity and offering their

gifts to the community. 

 

 

Noé Alfaro-Casas, OFM, from Our Lady of Guadalupe

Province, and Luis Manuel Rosado, OFM, from Holy Name

Province renewed their vows on April 16 at San Damiano

Friary Post-Novitiate House in San Antonio, TX.

Brothers Luis and Noé have been living and studying with

the Conventual Franciscan Friars in San Antonio since

August 2020 as temporary-professed students. 

The renewal of vows took place during Evening Prayer in the

company of all the community of San Damiano Friary along

with guests. Andrés Gallegos, OFM, from Our Lady of

Guadalupe Province, was delegated by the respective OFM

provincials of Holy Name and Our Lady of Guadalupe

Provinces to receive their vows. 

BUILDING BROTHERHOOD SUPPORTS VOCATIONS

Noé  Alfaro Casas, OFM, Renews His Vows 

" I  BELIEVE THAT BUILDING

FRIENDSHIPS AND

BROTHERHOOD AMONG US

CAN HELP US SUPPORT

EACH OTHER IN OUR

VOCATION."

- -  BROTHER NOÉ

.  

Brother Noé signs
the document
attesting to his
profession (above).
Father Andrés, who
received the vows
on behalf of the
respective OFM
provinces, offers
the prayer of
incense (at left).



Community members of St. Michaels,

Arizona, may have noticed more Francis-

can feet during the month  of May. To

celebrate May, the month of Mary, Fa-

ther Edgardo Diaz, OFM, participated in

a "Prayer Walk Challenge." The Prayer

Walk Alongside Mary is a unique opportunity

to connect prayer and movement. Starting May

1st, challengers committed  to walking 5,000 steps

and adding 1,000 steps each following day. Along

with sticking to a rigorous walking schedule,

parti-cipants prayed  the Rosary during their daily

walks. On the last day of May, participants were

challenged to complete 36,000 steps. 

Father Edgardo committed to the Prayer Walk

Alongside Mary during May. On social media, he

shared his daily step count and impactful images

of his Rosary and Mary. His family and friends

encouraged him throughout this journey as his

step count continued to rise. Father Edgardo has

been walking and praying for the intentions of  all

the people who have suffered and continue to

suffer because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

T H E  P A D R E S '  T R A I L  I S  A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

D I S T R I B U T E D  B Y  O U R  L A D Y  O F  G U A D A L U P E  P R O V I N C E .  

www.swfranciscans.org

Franciscan Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

1204 Stinson Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121

PRAYER WALK ALONGSIDE MARY

Edgardo Diaz, OFM, honoring Mary
Through Prayer and Motion 

Please join us in prayer:

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed

is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary,

Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and

at the hour of our death. Amen.


